Myocardial ischaemia as judged from transoesophageal echocardiography and ECG in the early phase after coronary artery bypass surgery.
The incidence of myocardial ischaemia, as diagnosed by transoesophageal echocardiography (TEE) versus ECG, and the relationship between ischaemic events and haemodynamic parameters were studied in 30 patients in the early phase after coronary artery bypass grafting. Information comprising invasive haemodynamics, TEE measurements, and 12-lead ECG was obtained on arrival of the patient in the intensive care unit (ICU), and then hourly in the ICU for 5 h. In the ICU, TEE signs of ischaemia were found in 14 patients and ECG signs of ischaemia in six patients. The ischaemic events were not related to levels of blood pressure or heart rate. Three patients showed signs of myocardial infarction postoperatively. All three of these patients showed both TEE and ECG signs of ischaemia in the ICU. It was concluded that TEE reveals more ischaemic events than ECG in the early postoperative period and that these ischaemic events do not correlate with the haemodynamic indices.